
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Unapproved Voters’ Assembly Minutes

 January 28, 2007

 1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Todd Greenlee  at 7:04 p.m. Pastor Reith led a brief   
     devotion.

 2. Approval of Minutes: Motion by Ed Clauss and Richard Harless to  accept the minutes of                        
    October 22, 2006, with the following  exceptions: Under reports: (5b) change VBS dates to                  
      July 9 – 13, 2007, and (5e) change name to Krista Claybaugh. Motion passed.

 3. New Members: Motion by Dale Gust and seconded by Robert Chaffer to accept Katie Wardin as a new   
      voting member. Motion passed.

 4. Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report was presented by Gary Hayes.

 5. Board Reports:
      a. Campus: See attached report.
      b. Education: Kyle Camp asked for any comments regarding the timing of the Children's Christmas         
          Program. The nursery school will be offering full-day services to pre-school children.
      c. Elders: Bill Ellis reported. Transfers Out:   Pastor Matthew Hein. 
                        Baptism: Norah Emery. 
                                              Funeral(s) Elton Huber, Alta Slack and Mary Watson.                               
                                             Wedding: Ronald Huber and Kathleen Kennedy.
    d. Evangelism: Claudia Schimmelmann reported. Website contains most church  information. A Web         
        workshop will be held on February 16, at 10 a.m. and  7:00 p.m.
    e. Family Life: Krista Claybaugh reported that game day needs to be revisited. A wedding reception type   
        potluck dinner for all married couples is being planned for February 11. Each board will do a Lenten     
       dinner prior to the Lenten services on Wednesdays.
    f. Trustees: Dishwasher installed at the Chapel. Still needs to be wired into circuit box.
    g. Stewardship: Lanny Tohm. No report, other than what was reported by the treasurer.
    h. Young People: Many, many activities. Plans and fundraisers are being conducted for the National          
        LCMS  Youth Gathering July 28, 2007 –  August 1, 2007, in Orlando Florida.

 6. General Committee Reports/Announcements:
      a. Building Committee: Bill Whitehead reported that the whole building project needs to be revisited to    
        determine the best course of action. Cost have risen 33% over our original estimate. Todd reported     
        that there will be scheduled meetings with the 58 pledge families that made up the bulk of capital         
        campaign and another meeting with new members to discuss the building project and making pledges     
       to the project.
      b. Capital Campaign: Report attached
      c. New Facility Finance Committee: No report.
      d. Transitional Committee: See 6a.
      e. Thrivent: Sherry Camp reported on changes within Thrivent regarding matching gifts, and urged          
         members to contact Ronald Guinther (Thrivent Rep) for more information on matching gifts and         
         Thrivent’s Simply Giving debit program.

  7. Old Business: None

  8. New Business:
        Motion by Richard Harless and seconded byTom Prenkert to purchase the new Lutheran Service Book   
        (hymnals) as outlined in the attachment. Total expected cost: $8334.00 Motion passed.



     Motion by Lynn Laskowski and seconded by Dale Gust to apply a memorial of $4,906.00 received from 
     the family of Mary Doerfer, and placed in the music fund, combined with the previous balance in the 
     music fund of $228.00 for a total of $5,134.00, against the purchase price of the Lutheran Service       
     Book. An estimate of $3,200.00 would need to be subscribed by the congregation. Motion passed.
     
   Motion by Lynn Laskowski and seconded by Richard Harless to authorize the treasurer to borrow from     
     dedicated funds up to $3,200.00, to pay the balance on the purchase of the Lutheran Service Book.       
     Motion passed.
     
      Motion by Dale Gust and seconded by Wayne Kiefer to nominate the following for the offices in the       
      LCMS: Dr. William Hoesmann, President; Dr. Wallace Schultz, President; Dr. David Adams, 1st Vice      
      President; and Dr. John Wohlrabe, 1st Vice President. Motion passed. Note: Dale Gust is the district       
     delegate to the convention for the Midland district and will be attending the convention.
     
      Motion by Joann Gust and seconded by Claudia Schimmelmann to purchase 144 place settings of          
     silverware that includes serving pieces, for use  at CTK, in the amount of $686.68. Motion passed.
     
      Chairman Todd Greenlee appointed Brian Tice as chairperson of the Zion nominating committee along    
       with the directors of the current seated boards.
     
      A telephone call was received by Pastor Bakker during the voters’ meeting, that Mrs. Elva Whitehead will 
      donate the balance of $3,200.00 toward the purchase price of the Lutheran Service Book.   Wayne       
      Kiefer expressed the thanks of the congregation to the family of Mary Doerfer and Elva Whitehead.
     
      The meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm. with Pastor Reith leading in prayer, and Pastor Reith encouraging     
       the congregation to look upon the building project as an opportunity to determine our needs and 
      what we have accomplished already. The jar is half-full and not half-empty.
     
Respectfully submitted,
John Schimmelmann
    



BOARD OF CAMPUS MINISTRY REPORT
VOTER’S ASSEMBLY

January 28, 2007

LSM and Board Activities and Actions:
1. New Orleans trip report given Sunday January 28th during Adult Bible study hour.
2. Regular activities planned (CF Bowl-A-Thon, LSF Lock-in, roller-skating, ice-skating, hot chocolate

handouts, etc.)
3. Spaghetti Dinner a success.
4. Potluck dinner and ice skating had good turnout.
5. Harvestfest was on October 26th.  Capture the Flag was successful, a second one is planned.

6. Thanksgiving dinner:  67-75 people ate, was a very good turnout.  Plenty of international students
showed up.  Recommend having the meal the same time next year.

7. Solicited an estimate from Cintas re: cleaning, soaps, paper towels, toilet paper, mats, mopping
service, etc., Information will be turned over to Trustees

8. Michigan District, in response to a request from us about the covenant, reported that the funding will
continue as currently provided.

9. Bike Racks planned for Spring
10. Decorated the chapel for Christmas.

11. Second trash barrel added for additional $12/month.
12. Graduation gifts for LSF students graduating will be a devotional book and keychain.
13. Roofing estimate was $14000-16000 for the flat part of the roof.  Not needed immediately.
14. Campus Ministry newsletter went out  to 980 addresses, and several were handed out at various other

occasions.
15. Financing Beyond Noodles:  Small attendance, but those attending appreciated it.  Thanks to those

who spoke – the presentations integrated well.

16. Wed night Bible studies being led by students, going well.  Sunday evenings also going well, we just
finished going through Galatians.

17. Games night, hayride with Zion youth, Capture the Flag, Tailgating, Wednesday lunches, etc.  All
have been going well and well attended.

18. Lockers  are in and several have been assigned to students.  Adella has the master key as well as the
combinations.

19. We have an LSF RSO email account now for the e-devotions.  Users must already have a universal
ID and be set up to use the account.  What this means is that Kim Vogel could continue providing
them from this new address with a minimal change in how it all ends up going.

20. Dishwasher for chapel is installed and just about ready to be tested.

21. Silverware for chapel—see resolution attached.
22. Closure of Sanctuary openings—Michigan District approved “go” on project.  Should be done early

February.
23. Cleaning of Chapel – Ryan Rollin is the new custodian
24. Snow Removal – Andrew Gray
25. Higher Things Retreat took place on Saturday.  Peter Scaer from Ft. Wayne Seminary led the event.

26. CUW, Mequon, WI choir concert, Sunday March 11, 2007 7:30pm.  Housing will be needed for
students.

27. Student bags  will again be done this Spring.



28. Advertising in CMU Directory will reappear for next year.  Board of Evangelism will cover
advertising.

29. Parking has been tight during the day often this year with increased use of our chapel, and so we have
been more vigilant about leaving warnings and notes.

ISM Activities:
30. We have quite a few new Zion and CTK members and international students participating in various

activities this fall.
31. Four new families have become Friendship Families.
32. One of the international students is a young mother, studying for her Master’s and caring for her

middle elementary son.  He doesn’t speak English.
33. Four new CTK students and Zion members are meeting with international students for conversation

on a one-to-one basis once a week.
34. The ISM Director leading a Bible Study and a pronunciation group—Ms. Chaffer  leads a Bible study

and we are looking for a new conversation leader.  There are usually 5 to 8 people attending the
classes we offer every week.

35. One of our students from China is attending the Sunday morning adult information class led by
Pastor Bakker at CTK.

36. CMU’s Friendship Family organization hosted its annual Harvest Dinner at the Wesley Foundation.
37. The ISM Director took 4 Chinese scholars to East Lansing to shop at some specialty ethnic shops for

food and other supplies not available in Mt. Pleasant.
38. Seven adults, 8 children came to the Thanksgiving dinner on November 19th.  They greatly enjoyed

the opportunity for socializing.
39. Thank you to those who have donated blankets and other items for distribution to international

students.
40. Thank you to Roger Freeze for repairing some bicycles for international students.
41. Groups and classes have started for the Spring semester, and an International dinner for Sunday Feb

4th, 5pm is being planned.

Resolution to Purchase Silverware for CTK Lutheran Chapel
January 28, 2007

WHEREAS, the chapel has experienced more frequent usage by Zion Lutheran for large dinners; and

WHEREAS, the CTK board has repeatedly carried silverware from Zion to the Chapel and back again; and

WHEREAS, we are anticipating still more increased usage of the chapel for hosting events requiring
silverware; therefore be it

RESOLVED, that Zion Lutheran Church approve the purchase of a 144 place setting of silverware which
includes serving spoons, butter knives, sugar spoons, and carving forks for a total of $686.68.



UPDATE ON ZION’S BLESSINGS

Praise God from whom all Blessing Flow!
We sing this every service and need to
understand that Zion has truly been blessed.

Almost five years ago, Zion committed to a
Capital Campaign to raise funds for a new
building.  The pledges continue to come in
a timely manner and many ahead of
schedule.  The updated report above, which
has appeared in previous newsletters,
reflects our current progress.

However, just to put into perspective how
well we have been blessed, let’s take a look
at what has already been accomplished
behind the scenes in many cases:

A.  40 acres of land on River Road purchased and
paid off.

B.  The old Schafer Music building which is now our
AnnexÑpurchased and paid off.

C.  Two houses to the North of the church
purchased and paid off.  One now removed.

D.  In addition, Zion has over many years,
supported students at our two seminaries, one in Ft.
Wayne and the other in St. Louis, who were
preparing for the ministry.  At least five come to
mindÑall of whom now serve in parishes.

E.   Zion has created a $25,000 Scholarship fund at
our seminary in Ft. Wayne which is now  fully
funded.   A similar fund has been established at St.
Louis  that will shortly be fully funded.

F.  Zion has assisted our pastors with paying off
educational debts incurred during their
preparations for the ministry and have enabled them
to purchase homes of their own.

G.  We continue to contribute yearly  $ 5000 in
mission money to the Michigan District and for the
past three years we have given direct support of
$2000 per year  to Missionary Matthew Heise  who
is assisting our Lutheran congregations in Moscow.
We have supported a variety of special mission
efforts ranging from hurricane relief to soldier
support through our Mission of the Month program.

H.  We have, for the past six years, provided the
principle support for the Lutheran  campus ministry
at CMU  and the International Student Ministry
Program.   Support for costs associated with these

outreach ministries is approximately $86,000 a
year.

I.  We have partially supported the Preschool
program at Zion for the past 36 years through
providing facilities, heating, lighting, and sometimes
direct financial, to supplement their self supporting
efforts.

So, while we continue to move forward
with the capital campaign, we must also
realize that much has changed in the almost
five years since we began the process.  The
above represents our response to our
blessings, but what will be our next
response.  Where is the Lord leading us?  A
committee is in the process of meeting now
so that by the upcoming Voter’s Assembly
meeting, a status report can be delivered.
May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
guide us in our planning efforts for the
future.

Dale D. Gust, Chairman
Capital Campaign


