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My Times are in Your Hands

“But I trust in you , O lord; I say, “You are my God.”  My times are in your hands.”  
Psalm 31:14-15

“Chicken Little was in the woods one day when an
acorn fell on her head. It scared her so much she
trembled all over. She shook so hard, half her
feathers fell out. “Help! Help!  The sky is falling!”
she said.  “I have to go tell the king!”  So she ran in
great fright to tell the king. Along the way she met
Henny  Penny. “Where are you going, Chicken
Little?” asked Henny Penny. “Oh, help! The sky is
falling!” said Chicken Little. “How do you know?” 
said Henny Penny. “I saw it with my own eyes, and
heard it with my own ears, and part of it fell on my
head!” said Chicken Little. “This is terrible, just
terrible! We'd better hurry up,” said Henny Penny. 
So they both ran away as fast as they could to tell
the king.”

The market is down 700 points.  Wall Street is in a
panic.  All around us we hear the words “deficit,”
“crisis,” and “credit crunch.”  If you listen to the
media you might easily get the idea that the sky is
falling.  When we hear representatives of our
government and voices in the news media using
words like “hundred billion” and “trillion” we do
begin to wonder just how troubled our economy is. 
And in our fear the devil gets a foothold in our lives
and in our hearts. 

The biggest problem we face in difficult economic
times is not the bottom line in our checkbooks.  It is
the confidence we have in our hearts.  The devil
would have you believe that God is not in control of
the events that transpire on the world scene.  He
wants you to believe that  somehow events between
men and nations are too big -- even for God.    
This is simply not true.

Our God makes the rain fall upon the evil and the
good. He makes the sun to shine upon the just
and the unjust.  He is the builder of all things. 
More than this, He has also numbered the hairs
upon our heads.  In difficult and confusing days
we confess with David, I trust in you, O Lord; I
say, “You are my God.  My times are in your
hands.”  

This is not wishful thinking or misplaced
confidence.  This is the confession of the child of
God who recognizes that he has a loving father
whose providential care is without limit.  As Paul
declares in the 8th chapter of Romans, “He who
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us
all -- how will he not also alone with him
graciously give us all things?”  The proof of his
care is Jesus.  In him our souls have been bailed
out of the bankruptcy of our sins.  Since God has
graciously dealt with our sins we confess with
David, “I trust in you...My times are in your
hands.”  

The stock market may have its ups and downs, but
God’s love is constant.  We can be sure that he
takes an interest in the lives of those who have
become his children through baptism.  In every
troubling day we have hope and confidence for
the future.

Pastor Reith
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

~Christmas Outreach~
Participating in Christmas Outreach is a wonderful
way to serve those in need right in our own
community.  Each of us should be able to find a
way to contribute time, material goods, or money
for this worthy cause.

ALL PHASES OF CHRISTMAS OUTREACH WILL
TAKE PLACE IN FINCH FIELDHOUSE ON THE
CAMPUS OF CENTRAL MICHIGAN
UNIVERSITY.

COLLECTION OF ITEMS: Monday, Dec. 1
through Friday, Dec. 5 at Finch.  Starting and
ending COLLECTION times will be forthcoming.

Clothes, toys, shoes, boots, hats, scarves, mittens,
gloves, towels, bedding, canned goods, non-
perishable items (cereal, boxed dinners, etc.)

SORTING:  Dec. 1-5 and Dec. 8-12 from noon at
Finch.  Starting and ending SORTING times will be
forthcoming.  

YOU MUST REGISTER TO VOLUNTEER TO
HELP SORT ITEMS. 

REGISTER IN PERSON AT:

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
320 S. BRADLEY ST.   Mt. Pleasant

OR

 CALL  773-4204 from 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  

DISTRIBUTION: Mon. Dec. 15 from 8:00 a.m. –
8:00 p.m. and Tue Dec. 16 from 8:00 a.m. –       
5:00 p.m.

YOU MUST REGISTER TO HELP DISTRIBUTE
ITEMS. CALL  773-4204

Workers are needed for all phases.  Sign up on the
sheets posted at Zion and CTK.  Place donated
items in the designated boxes at Zion and CTK.

MONETARY DONATIONS:  Make checks
payable to Zion Lutheran Church.  We will send
one check for the total contribution to Christmas
Outreach.

**********************************

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF DONATIONS FOR
YOUR OWN FAMILY, YOU MUST REGISTER
WITH IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
REGISTER IN PERSON OR BY CALLING THE
CHURCH OFFICE, 773-4204.

REGISTRATION DATES AND TIMES ARE
NOV. 17-19 AND NOV. 24-26, FROM   
8:00 A.M. UNTIL 4:00 P.M.

Monthly Income & Expense Report
through 9-30-2008

                                 2008           2007 
YTD Budgeted Expenses      $286,018.29  $271,086.12

YTD Actual Expenses          $228,844.72  $221,867.42

 YTD Balance                    $   57,173.57   $ 49,218.70 

YTD General Fund Income   $229,13.72    $229,972.28

YTD Actual Expenses          $228,844.72   $221,867.42

YTD Income Less Expense    $       286.00   $   8,104.86

THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINES FOR
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER HAVE BEEN
MOVED ONE WEEK AHEAD.    
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Norma Van Order

Ruth Giffin

John Yount   

Charles and Eunice Yount

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

SUNDAY SCHOOL:

The following students received an attendance
certificate in September and October for completing
13 Sundays

NURSERY-KINDERGARTEN                        
Quentin Couturier - Nursery
Natalie Vogel - Nursery
Hunter Geiger - Kindergarten                            

1st & 2nd

Joshua Camp - 1st  

3rd - 4th - 5th

Jay Lee - 5th  
 
6th - 7th - 8th 
Austin DeMarrow - 6th  

Please contact Julie Courtney at 779-5401 with
any questions. 

PIZZA SUCCESS STORY

Thank you to all who helped or donated to our
preschool Little Caesar’s fundraiser.  We made a
profit of $1,279.50.  Our top sales people were
the families of Thomas and Erica Narr, Keelin
Wheaton, and Maggie Murphy.  Thanks also to
those who helped on delivery day.  If you didn’t
get to order or want more when you finish what
you ordered, our preschool can still receive
money and you can have your items delivered to
your house.  If you have any questions abut this,
please contact Karyn Kiefer,
karyn@windoverlake.com or 989-588-2452. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS SERVICE!!

The Lamb of God

A children’s Christmas
service is scheduled for
Sunday, December 14th,
10:45 a.m., at Zion on
River Road.  Come
celebrate Jesus’ birth with the Sunday school
children. 

Please note the following practice schedule at
Zion:

Sunday, November 30th & December 7th:

  5:00 p.m. - Supper

  5:30 p.m. - Practice

Sunday, December 14th :

  9:15 a.m. - Practice

10:45 a.m. - Children’s Christmas Service at Zion
 

Any questions please call Sharon Milan at      
773-7867. 
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YOUTH NEWS:  

Apple Pie Fundraiser

November 8th is our annual pie making.  This is our
MAJOR youth fundraiser of the year.  Pie set-up is
on Friday, November 7th at 5 p.m.  Everyone
please be sure to arrive on Saturday at 8 a.m.  Pie
orders must be placed by Sunday, November 2nd. 
ZKC will be making Christmas cards at the same
time the youth are making pies.    

APPLE PIE ADULT HELPERS NEEDED!!!  The
youth will be making pies on November 8th and
need adult helpers.  The number of youth that are
available this year is down and we need extra hands. 
If you are available from 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
please sign up on the sheets located at Zion and
CTK. 

JUNIOR/SENIOR YOUTH
(GRADES 7-12): We will
be meeting on Saturday
December 6th  at 10 a.m. at
the Coyne Warehouse to
decorate the float for the
Dickens Lighted Parade. 

DICKENS LIGHTED PARADE: Once again our
Sunday School children will represent Zion by
walking in the annual Dickens Parade on   
December 6th. Please watch the bulletin for further
details.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
ENDS

Don’t forget to turn your clocks
back when you retire for the

evening on Saturday, November 1st.

UPCOMING Lutheran Student Fellowship Events

EVERY WEEK:

Sunday:      Worship Service at 10:45 a.m.            
                 Bible study at 7:00 p.m.                     
                 LSF Meeting at 8:00 p.m.               
Monday:     Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.          
Wednesday: Lunches at noon inside chapel             
                  Student-led Bible study at 9:00 p.m.   
FALL 2008 EVENTS:

Nov 13        Spaghetti Dinner Prep                       
Nov 14        Spaghetti Dinner                              
Nov 23        LSF Thanksgiving Dinner                   
Nov 30        Decorate CTK                                 
Dec    7        Christmas Party at the Bakkers      
Dec  13        Graduation Ushering         

             

LSF NEWS

It has been a very busy few months at the chapel,
and things do not seem to be slowing down
anytime soon!  The roof project is nearing
completion.  Thank you for your patience during
a dusty time at the chapel, and a big thank you
to Ryan Rollin, our chapel janitor, for a great job
in keeping the chapel clean throughout the
project.  Look for the CTK Board to organize a
thorough cleaning of the chapel soon – we will
need volunteers!  Also, plan now on attending
our annual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser Friday
evening, November 14th, from 5 - 8 p.m. at
Zion.  Once again we will have delicious food
and dessert for you, and childcare is available. 
The cost is $8.00 per person.  Child care is
available for $3.00 per child.  Thank you, as
always, for all your support for the campus
ministry at CTK.

THANK YOU!  Thank you kindly for the cards
and gifts of encouragement during this past
month, and for the contributions toward the
retirement of my student debt.  They are greatly
appreciated!  In Christ, Pastor Bakker
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From the Sr. Pastor’s Desk

Sunday Morning Bible
Study

Our Sunday morning Bible
class is beginning another

installment of the “Lutheran Spirituality” series. 
For the next six weeks the subject of our study
will be Christian Witnessing.  Pastor Bakker is
leading this study.   Class meets at 9:15 a.m. in
the fellowship area.

Adult Instruction                                    
Adult instruction class continues to meet on
Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.   This is a course
of instruction for those desiring to learn more
about Lutheran Doctrine and Practice.  If you are
interested in communicant membership or would
like the opportunity to review these familiar
teachings of the Bible we encourage you to
attend.  Classes meet in the church office.  

Catechism & Confirmation Instruction  
Instruction classes for students in grades 4
through 8 are held on Wednesdays with a light
meal  served at 6:30 followed by classes at 7:00. 
A donation of $1.00 is requested each week to
cover the cost of the meals.  For more
information please call the church office.

Life-Light Bible Class                            
“Lifelight Foundations - Worship” is the subject
of our fall class.  We are  reviewing  some
common elements and practices of Christian
worship to increase our understanding of our
Lutheran way of worship.  More than that,  we
hope to  be enriched in our weekly worship.
Above all we want to grow and mature in our
faith.  For at the heart of true worship is faith,
repentant faith, that trusts in God’s mercy and
forgiveness through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

LifeLight classes meet on Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
& 7:00 p.m.  in the Mueckler Library.  Please
plan to take part in this study.

Men’s Breakfast                                        
Our monthly men’s breakfast Bible Study will
take place one week earlier than ususal due to the
start of firearms deer hunting season.  We will be
meeting on Saturday, November 8th at         
8:00 a.m.  This month we begin a study of the
book of Acts.  We welcome our regulars and
encourage all of our men to consider
participating in this time of fellowship and study. 

Building Update                                      
Phase one is of our building project is complete. 
At this time we are waiting for the completion of
the playground and the installation of a sign.  By
the time you receive this letter we should have
concluded the sale of our building on Maple
Street.  This will leave us with very little debt as
we begin to consider our future course of action.  

In preparation for Phase II of our project, the
building of the sanctuary, the stained glass
windows are already being repaired and re-
worked for eventual installation in the new
sanctuary.  At the present time we have received
contributions to cover about 2/3 of this expense. 
 

God has truly blessed us in this endeavor.  Just
one year ago when we made the decision to build
we were prepared for a large indebtedness and a
long waiting period before beginning the planning
process for the sanctuary.  Now it looks as
though our period of indebtedness will be short
and we will be able to consider the construction
of the sanctuary in a shorter time frame.  

What has been accomplished thus far is a blessing
from our God.  We must acknowledge this on a
weekly if not daily basis.  It is also a great blessing
that out of a shared faith God enables his people
to work together to accomplish such a project. 
Our new facility is a tangible result of God’s
people giving of their time, their talents, and
their treasures for the work of the Lord.
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But – A new building is never an end in itself. 
The greater blessings of our God are the gifts that
we receive through the Divine Service as it is
celebrated in a new building.  Here we receive
the blessing of forgiveness.  Here the saving work
of Jesus Christ is applied to the lives of God’s
people.  His message to us through the word and
sacraments is forgiveness, life and salvation.  All
that Jesus worked and accomplished in the cross
and the resurrection is offered, given and sealed
to us.  

So – The reason for a new church building, or
any church building for that matter, is the
proclamation of God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  We
must be as dedicated to bringing our friends and
family members with us to worship as we are to
the construction of any building.  Do you have a
friend or family member who is unaware of
God’s love for him in Christ Jesus?  Do you have
a friend or family member who has strayed from
the fold, who no longer comes regularly to
receive God’s forgiveness in the sacrament?  Do
you have a loved one who is afraid for the future,
who is unsure of their place in eternity?  Then
pray for them.  Encourage them to worship and
renew their relationship with Jesus Christ.  Bring
them along with you so that words of absolution,
love and forgiveness can be spoken in their lives.

At the blessing of God we have finished the first
phase of our building project.  Now with the help
of the Holy Spirit we will tell every generation of
his love and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 

Central Michigan University Graduation

Just a reminder about the Central Michigan
University Graduation scheduled for December
13th with ceremonies at 9:30, 1:30, and 5:00. 
For the past few years we have ushered these
graduations as a fund raiser for our building fund,
youth gatherings, and LSF mission trips.  The
money received from this activity is divided
between these groups based on their participation
and I need to have 47 people to properly
support each graduation.  There is no job that is
very difficult or time consuming, just a lot of
moving parts throughout the day.  CMU has
always taken very good care of us during this day
and it has always proved to be a great day of
fellowship.  Please consider joining us for all, or a
portion, of the day to support this activity and
contact me for any more information.

Todd Greenlee

The Christmas season will
soon be upon us and it is
time to start thinking about
beautifying the church. 
We will be decorating at
Zion on Friday, December
5th, starting at 6:00 p.m.
Pizza and pop are on the

menu and then we will get to the fun.  Since a
few of the folks that have done this for years are
getting a little shaky on ladders we hope to have
a few younger members take part in this event. 
It is fun and well organized so it only takes a
couple hours of your time.



Zion Lutheran Church - November 2008
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2

  8:00 Worship - Zion
  9:15 SS & Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK
  5:30 Elders’ Meeting
 

3

7:00 Worship at CTK

4

10:00  Quilting
  6:30  LWML Bible       
            Study
  7:30  LWML Meeting

5

5:30 Jr. Choir
6:00 CCI 
6:45 Sr. Choir              

6

10:30 Life Light
  6:00 CWLSG at Zion
  7:00 Life Light 

7

5:00 Apple Pie Set Up

8
8:00 Men’s
Breakfast/Bible Study
8:00 Apple Pie         
        Day 
(Pie pick up 9 -
noon)
ZKC make Christmas
cards
9:00 Ladies’             
         Breakfast

9

  8:00 Worship - Zion
  9:15 SS & Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK

10

10:00 Evangelism Mtg. 

  7:00 Worship at CTK

11

10:00 Quilting
  6:30 PPC Meeting
  7:30 Board Meetings

12

5:30 Jr. Choir
6:00 CCI
6:45 Sr. Choir

13
NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE

10:30 Life Light
  6:00 CWLSG at Zion
  7:00 Life Light 

14

5:00 - 8:00
LSF Spaghetti Dinner

15

16

  8:00 Worship - Zion
  9:15 SS & Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK
  5:30 Pizza/Topic

17

5:45 Campus Board       
        Meeting
7:00 Worship at CTK

18

10:00  Quilting
  6:30  LWML 
  7:00  Sr. Choir

19

5:30 Jr. Choir
6:00 CCI

20

10:30 Life Light
  6:00 CWLSG at Zion
  7:00 Life Light 

21 22

23
  8:00 Worship - Zion
  9:15 SS & Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK
  5:00 LSF Thanksgiving        
          Dinner

24

7:00 Worship at CTK

25

10:00  Quilting

26

NO JR CHOIR
NO MEAL
6:30 Senior Choir
7:30 Worship Service

27

THANKSGIVING

28

OFFICE CLOSED

29

30
  8:00 Worship - Zion
  9:15 SS & Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK
  5:00 S.S. Program              
          Dinner
  5:30  S.S.  Practice
  6:00 Decorate CTK

Zion-Office 772-1516, Fax Line-772-7640    Christ the King-Office 773-5050    Pastor Reith 775-6228   Pastor Bakker  772-5351


