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‘For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.’ – Ephesians 2:10 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
stewards living a God-pleasing life are managers
of all of God's creation.  As owner, God has
called us to be responsible as we fulfill the role
for which we have been created, to do his will as
long as we remain on earth. 

We are not given these responsibilities
because of our great talents and abilities.  On the
contrary, we often feel inadequate and
unprepared for the tasks God places before us. 
Our strength is in the Lord.  The Apostle Paul
made that point very clear as he gave praise to
God for his power within us:  “Now to him who
is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask
or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever
and ever!  Amen.” (Eph 3:20-21)  As stewards
living a God-pleasing life, we welcome
opportunities for stewardship and give all glory to
God.

This past month we have begun studying
the topic of “Stewards Living a God-Pleasing
Life” in our Bible study hours, and that will
continue into October as we expand our
stewardship emphasis to the sermons in the
services.  We will discuss faith as the foundation
for stewardship, for it is only through faith that
we can please God.  We will delve into the
important role that discipleship holds in our lives
as obedient stewards.  We will study the
Scriptures to learn how generosity is the hallmark
of grateful stewards responding to the love and
generosity of God.  Our stewardship emphasizes
the grace of God Who has called us to faith and

continues to sustain us.  The words of the writer
to the Hebrews are our prayer:  “May the God
of peace . . . equip you with everything good for
doing his will, and may he work in us what is
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be glory for ever and ever.  Amen.”           
(Heb 13:20-21)  

Please make every effort to attend both
the worship services and the Bible studies during
the first three Sundays of October.  May God
give you the grace to continue the faithful
stewardship of the many blessings that He has
entrusted to your care.  As we have spoken of
already, stewardship is nothing more and nothing
less than living the Christian life.  We are
stewards in receiving the good things God gives
us and we remain stewards as we pass them along
to others.

To Christ alone be all the glory, forever
and ever, Amen.

 Pastor Bakker
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH

~Concordia - Ann Arbor~

MISSION AND PURPOSE STATEMENT

Within its distinctly Christian environment and its
academic community dedicated to excellence,
Concordia University serves as a liberal arts
university of The Lutheran Church - Missouri
Synod, preparing men and women for a life of
service in the church and in the world.  The goals
of Concordia are to graduate students who have:

1.  Acquired general and specialized knowledge,
and developed skills and attitudes useful for a life
of service.

2.  Grown in faith and in the expression of the
Christian way of life.

3.  Learned to appreciate the diversity of cultures
and achievements of the world’s peoples and
learned to celebrate the interdependence of
humanity.

4.  Developed mature perspectives on the ideas,
issues, and events which comprise the human
experience.

5.  Developed sensitivity and appreciation for the
blessings and responsibilities of citizenship in a
democratic society.

6.  Come to value good habits of personal health
and wholesome use of leisure.

7.  Achieved either or both the Associate of Arts
and Bachelor of Arts degrees, and are qualified
for admission to graduate or professional schools,
or appropriate employment.

Concordia University - Ann Arbor receives no
funding from the Synod.  Operational costs of
the University are supported by tuition and fees
and donations from fellow Christians.  Some
donations come from wills, endowments, grants,
etc.  Your help is greatly appreciated at a time
when CUAA desperately needs your monetary
support and your prayers.  Dale Gust serves on

the Board of Regents and as an Ambassador for
CUAA.  Please feel free to discuss Concordia
with him. 

Norma VanOrder

Adella Bergey

Monthly Income & Expense Report

through 8-31-2008

                                     2008           2007 
YTD Budgeted Expenses      $254,238.48  $240,965.44

YTD Actual Expenses          $201,831.98  $197,534.68

 YTD Balance                    $   52,406.50   $ 43,430.76 

YTD General Fund Income   $200,535.40 $197,140.29

YTD Actual Expenses          $201,831.98  $197,534.68

YTD Income Less Expense    $ (1,296.58)   $   (394.39)

Please take advantage of Stewardship Bible
Studies and classes offered in September and
October.  All of us need help in becoming better
stewards of the blessings God has seen fit to
bestow on us.  What better way to learn how to
accomplish this than through God’s Word? 
Stewardship emphasis will take place during the
first three Sundays in October and will culminate
with pledge Sunday on October 19th.  Please
prayerfully consider your stewardship
opportunities and give generously of your time,
talents, and treasure.  
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From the Sr. Pastor’s Desk

Sunday Morning Bible
Study

Our Sunday morning Bible class continues with  a
six-week stewardship emphasis, “Stewards Living
a God-Pleasing Life.”  This study will help us
review pertinent sections of scripture that instruct
us in the management of our lives and resources. 
Pastor Bakker is leading this study.   Class meets
at 9:15 a.m. in the fellowship area.

Adult Instruction
Adult instruction class meets on Sunday morning
at 9:15 a.m.   This is a course of instruction for
those desiring to learn more about Lutheran
Doctrine and Practice.  If you are interested in
communicant membership or would like the
opportunity to review these familiar teachings of
the Bible we encourage you to attend.  Classes
meet in the church office.  

Catechism & Confirmation Instruction -
September 10
Instruction classes for students in grades 4
through 8 are held on Wednesdays with a light
meal served at 6:30 followed by classes at 7:00.  
A donation of $1.00 is requested each week to
cover the cost of the meals.  For more
information please call the church office.

Life-Light Bible Class 
“Lifelight Foundations - Worship” is the subject
of our  fall class.  We are reviewing some
common elements and practices of Christian
worship to increase our understanding of our
Lutheran way of worship.  More than that, we
hope to be enriched in our weekly worship.
Above all we want to grow and mature in our
faith.  For at the heart of true worship is faith,
repentant faith, that trusts in God’s mercy and
forgiveness through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

LifeLight classes meet on Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
& 7:00 p.m. in the Mueckler Library.  Please
plan to take part in this study.

Men’s Breakfast 
Our monthly men’s breakfast Bible Study will
take place at its regular time, on the third
Saturday of the month at 8:00 a.m.  This month
we begin a study of the book of Acts.  We
welcome our regulars and encourage all of our
men to consider participating in this time of
fellowship and study. 

Discovering God’s Way - October 5
“Discovering God’s way of Handling Money” is
an eight session course in the management of
money.  Through the use of video and discussion
we will look at practical issues confronting each
family as they seek to manage their resources in a
God pleasing way. Through discussion and
practical exercises, our goal is to become better
stewards of the resources God has given us.

Stewardship Sundays - October 5, 12 & 19
This year our annual stewardship emphasis will
take place in the month of October.  “Stewards
Living a God-Pleasing Life” will be the theme of
the sermon series.  Pledges will be received on
October 19.

Tree Planting - October 11
We have tentatively set aside Saturday, Oct. 11,
for the planting of trees around the church.  We
will be planting 38 pines to serve as a buffer zone
with the surrounding homes.  Tom Prenkert has
ordered the trees and  marked their locations and
Bill Ellis will be digging the holes for them with
his equipment.  We will need volunteers to set
the trees and fill holes.  Watch the bulletin for
further details.

Circuit Convocation - October 19 
The Midland circuit will be hosting a convocation
for congregational leaders on October 19.  The
pastors of the circuit will be presenting
information on the joint ministry opportunities
that are in place in our circuit and Rev. Roosevelt
Gray will be present to highlight district mission
activities.  The Convocation will take place at
Christ The King Chapel from 2:00 to 4:00. 
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Building Update
Phase one is nearing completion.  By the end of
this month the garage and landscaping will be
complete.  At this time we are waiting for the
completion of the playground and the installation
of a sign.  A sale is pending for the last of our
property at the Maple street location.  By the
next regular voters’ meeting we should know how
much indebtedness we will be carrying into the
future.  

At the same time we are wrapping up the first
phase of our project we have begun to lay the
ground work for the second phase -- the
construction of the sanctuary.  Right now the
stained glass windows are being repaired and re-
worked for eventual installation in the new
sanctuary.  At the present time we have received
contributions to cover about half of this expense.  

We have a small balance in the building fund for
phase two that will assist us in the preparation of
plans for the second phase of the building.  Again
we should have more information for you at the
upcoming regular voters’ meeting.

Voters’ Meeting - October 26
This is the last regular voters’ meeting of the
year.  This is an important meeting as we will be
approving a budget for the coming year.  We
should also have information ready for you
concerning the wrapup of the building project. 
We encourage all members to participate in this
meeting.  Remember our constitution
automatically terminates the voting rights of
those who have not attended a voters’ meeting in
the last twelve months.  It is important that all of
our voters attend and register their presence at
the meeting.  If your membership has lapsed, you
need only attend this regular meeting and have
your name added to the roster of voters.  This
unique provision for voters’ membership was
added to our constitution during a time of
turmoil in the history of the congregation.  The
framers of our constitution wanted to prevent the
imposition of undue pressure or influence by any
single faction of the congregation.  All adults may 

serve as voters in our congregation.  We only ask
that this membership be assumed and maintained
in an orderly fashion. 

When we called Pastor
Bakker we made a
commitment to help him
retire his educational debt.  
This commitment was
formalized by a resolution
of the Voter’s assembly at

the October 2007 meeting.  It was determined
that we should invite our members to participate
in a free will offering for this purpose each year
during October, Pastor Appreciation Month.  It
was agreed that we would assist Pastor Bakker in
this manner every year until his debt is retired or
he accepts a call to another congregation.

Please pray about this need and as the Lord leads
you,  consider making a contribution to this
cause.  You may give your contribution to an
elder, drop it off at the church office or place it
in the collection plate in an envelope that
identifies the special nature of your contribution.
 



  October 2008                                   Zion Lutheran Church/Christ The King Lutheran Chapel                                            Page # 5

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
The following students received an attendance
certificate in September for completing 13 Sundays

Nursery-Kindergarten                                        
Ashton Bucholz - Nursery

4th- 5th- 6th                                                      
Grace Buerkel - 4th 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED: If you are able to
provide a meal or dessert for our Wednesday
night CCI meal, please sign up on the sheet that
is located on the refrigerator in the kitchen at
Zion.  There are available dates just waiting for
you. 

YOUTH NEWS:   
YOUTH (7TH - 12TH

GRADES), LSF, AND
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS ARE INVITED
TO A HAY RIDE Sunday,
October 5th.  We will leave
from CTK at 5:10 p.m.
Everyone is invited to come

for an evening of fun and fellowship.  We will
conclude the hay ride with a bonfire, hotdogs,
s’mores, and singing.   

Pizza Topic for the month of October  will be
Sunday the 19th, at 5:30pm at CTK.

We will be sponsoring a Baked Potato Lunch Bar
on  Sunday, October 12th , following the 10:45
service at CTK to raise funds for future youth
trips.  Please meet at Zion on Saturday,    
October 11th to help set up.   EACH YOUTH
FAMILY IS ASKED TO BRING A DESSERT.

CORN MAZE: ZKC - 12th Grade - We will be
meeting at Papa’s Pumpkin Patch on Sunday,
October 26th at 2:00 p.m.  The cost is $3.00.  

HARVEST FESTIVAL at Christ The King,
Thursday, October 30th from 6:00 p.m. -   
8:00 p.m.  It is for kids ages 4-12.  There will be
plenty of games, crafts, snacks, candy, and prizes. 
Costumes are encouraged, but please no witches,
ghosts, goblins, devils, or “dark” costumes. 
Please come join the fun!!

 
BOARD OF FAMILY LIFE                                
There is a scavenger hunt/pot luck scheduled for
Friday, October 17th at 6:00 p.m.  Please watch
the bulletin for further details.

Please join us on Thursday,
October 23rd, from 2:00
p.m. - 4:00 -p.m. in the
Bovee University Center
Terrace Room to honor
Detective Sergeant Jeff Pickler at his retirement
reception after serving 35 years with the Central
Michigan University Police Department. 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR AT ZION: We
would once again like to have flowers on the altar
at Zion.  We have openings for the first and third
week in October, and the first two weeks and the
fifth week in November.  Unfortunately, there is
not a place to post the flower chart.  If interested
please call Bonny in the office at Zion.
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CAMPUS MINISTRY UPDATE:                
Christ The King Lutheran Chapel has become a
very busy place in the past month!  The students
have arrived and we have begun another year of
serving them at the chapel with Word and
Sacrament ministry along with opportunities for
Bible study, service, and fellowship.

The first two weeks in October look to be the
timeline for the replacement project for the flat
portions of the roof at CTK.  We encourage your
patience with the mess and inconvenience of the
construction, but things will continue as normally
as possible during the construction.  An
important item of notice is that the contractors
will require the exclusive use of the entire east
parking lot, and so we kindly ask members and
students to use the lot we share with CMU to the
north of the chapel, and park only in marked
CTK spots.  If you park there for any extended
period of time, you will need to obtain a parking
pass from Adella.  That said, it is an exciting time
at the chapel!  Thank you very much for your
warm greetings to new students (both
international and American) on Sunday mornings
– it goes a long way toward making them feel
welcome as they visit our church while away from
home.  Please continue to take those first steps in
getting to know the students and do not hesitate
to introduce them to Pastor Reith, Pastor Bakker,
or Anne Bakker if they have not met us before. 
Thank you again for all of your support for this
important ministry of our congregation!                 
                                              

Midland Circuit Mission Fair - CTK - Sunday,
October 19th, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Are you interested in missions?  Do you wonder
what other Lutheran congregations do to reach
out and serve their neighbors, both near and far,
with the Word and love of Jesus Christ?  You are
invited to learn about all of these things at the
Midland Circuit Mission Fair, Sunday, October
19th, 2-4 p.m., at Christ The King Lutheran
Chapel.  This is a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate, share, and learn more about the
evangelism, service, and outreach projects that
your fellow Lutherans are currently doing right

here in mid-Michigan.  The fair will feature Rev.
Roosevelt Gray as the keynote speaker, and will
include display tables and a slide show
presentation.  Refreshments will be provided. 
Talk to your pastor for more information and to
participate! 

Did you know that every Wednesday during this
past school year, the LSF and Internationals had
lunch at the chapel for free? This year, we would
like to encourage church members to help
provide these free meals. There is a sign-up sheet
posted at the back of the chapel where you can
volunteer to bring a main dish, a side dish, or
dessert for around a dozen people. It is important
to note that some of the International students
that we serve, for religious or cultural reasons,
may not be able to eat beef or pork. If you
would like to provide a main dish and it contains
beef or pork, please call the chapel office so that
we can arrange to have another food option
available that Wednesday. Chapel office 773-
5050.

International Ministry

Thank you to everyone who donated winter
clothing this fall. This need has been fulfilled!
Below are other important and practical ways to
support our ministry: 

1. conversation partners

2. new or used (but working) bicycles for adults

3. help supply a meal or dish for students on a    
Wednesday at 12pm, at the CTK  

4. drive an International to the store or to     
church.

In particular, people who are willing to drive
Internationals to the store or our church, will
help keep our program alive and active during
the coming winter months. Contact Anne Bakker
or the chapel office if you can help. Also, check
out our new websites to learn more about our
Campus Ministry and what we do here at Christ
The King. 

www.internationalsatcmu.orgwww.lutheransatcmu
.org



  October 2008                                   Zion Lutheran Church/Christ The King Lutheran Chapel                                            Page # 7

CHRISTIAN WEIGHT LOSS SUPPORT GROUP
You are invited to join CWLSG on Thursday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. at Zion.  All ladies are
welcome to attend.  Nothing to join, no money
to spend, just good Christian support from other
ladies trying to lose or maintain weight loss.  If
you have any questions, please contact Linda
Hanley at 989-289-0261.  

LWML LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF: We are
once again collecting bars of soap to ship out
mid-October for Lutheran World Relief.  In some
countries, soap is the only disinfecting agent
available for surgeries.  Please be sure all soap (in
original wrapper) is brought to either the church
or the chapel on or before Sunday, October 5th. 
Boxes are placed in the entryway for drop off.  It
would be very exciting if we could exceed last
year’s collection of 1613 bars!!! 

The LWML Fall Rally will be Saturday, October
4th from 8:30 a.m. - noon.  The best part is that
WE GET TO HOST IT!!!  That’s right, no
meeting to car pool; it’s right at our very own
Zion Lutheran Church!  We would like to invite
all ladies to attend this event.  Our speakers are
Sharon and Bob Hartlein and they will be
speaking of their Cambodia Mission Trip.  The
Fall Rally is a time for all the ladies of our church
and our zone to come together in Christ and be
rejuvenated and refreshed by His word and by
what He has done through those that have served
Him.  It is also a time for us to focus on the
business of the coming year for the zone.  Please
come, even if you have never come to an event
before.  The cost is a $4.00 registration fee, and
childcare will be provided free of charge as
needed.  Breakfast will served as well.  Please let
Brandi Bucholz know if you plan to attend. 

Attention All Ladies 
We have a quilting party in our new quilt room
on River Road from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
every Tuesday.  Come in the morning or the
afternoon or bring a sack lunch and stay all day. 
The only skills needed are to thread a needle, tie
a square knot and a desire to have fun.  We
welcome all donations of fabric, crochet thread
and sheets.  Call Joyce Carter at 772-5782. 

Thank you for your prayers and good wishes for
my future military career.  I will be missing and
thinking of you all often.  
Love, Melissa Greenlee

AB Greenlee, Melissa S.
320 TRS/Flt 676 (Dorm A7)
PSC #3
1320 Truemper St.
Unit 364050
Lackland AFB, TX 78236-5570 
(Please send her a card of encouragement.  Her
graduation day is Oct. 31st. )

IT IS FALL CLEAN UP TIME AGAIN!!!
Please join us on Saturday, October 25th, as we
work on cleaning up Christ The King property. 
We will begin at 9:00 AM and work until
approximately 11 AM.



Zion Lutheran Church - October 2008
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

5:30 Jr. Choir
6:00 CCI
6:45 Sr. Choir

2

10:30 LifeLight
 6:00  CWLSG
  7:00 LifeLight

3 4

8:30 LWML Fall            
       Rally at Zion

5

 8:00  Worship - Zion
 9:15  SS &Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK
  5:00 Youth/LSF Hayride 
  5:30 Elders’ Meeting
  6:00 Discovering God’s     
         Way

6

  6:00 SS Meeting at    
          CTK
 7:00 Worship at CTK

7

10:00 Quilting at Zion
  1:00 Pizza Delivery
  6:30 LWML Bible      
          Study/Meeting

8

5:30 Jr. Choir
6:00 CCI
6:45 Sr. Choir

9

10:30 LifeLight
  6:00 CWLSG
  7:00 LifeLight

10

6:00 Young Couples -
         Games/Chili

11

9:00 Ladies’
        Breakfast

12

 8:00  Worship - Zion
 9:15  SS &Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK
  6:00 Discovering God’s     
         Way

13

10:00 Evangelism Mtg. 

  7:00 Worship at CTK

14

10:00 Quilting at Zion
  6:30 PPC Meeting
  7:30 Board Meeting

15

5:30 Jr. Choir
6:00 CCI
6:45 Sr. Choir

16

10:30 LifeLight
  6:00 CWLSG
  7:00 LifeLight

17

 6:00 Scavenger          
         Hunt/Potluck  

18

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast/Bible Study

19
PLEDGE SUNDAY

 8:00  Worship - Zion
 9:15  SS &Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK
 2:00 Midland Circuit         
         Mission Fair at CTK
 6:00 Discovering God’s      
        Way

20

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE - 

NOON

 5:45 CTK Board Mtg.
 7:00 Worship at CTK

21

10:00 Quilting at Zion
  6:30 LWML

22

5:30 Jr. Choir
6:00 CCI
6:45 Sr. Choir

23

10:30 LifeLight
  6:00 CWLSG
  7:00 LifeLight

24 25

9:00 Fall Clean-up at     
        CTK

26

 8:00  Worship - Zion
 9:15  SS &Bible Study
10:45 Worship - CTK
  7:00 Voters’ Meeting

27

 7:00 Worship at CTK

28

10:00 Quilting at Zion

29

5:30 Jr. Choir
6:00 CCI
6:45 Sr. Choir

30

10:30 LifeLight
  6:00 Harvest Festival  
           at  CTK
  6:00  CWLSG
  7:00 LifeLight

31

Zion-Office 772-1516, Fax Line-772-7640    Christ The King-Office 773-5050    Pastor Reith 775-6228   Pastor Bakker  772-5351


